
 

Overview of NRE 395, NRE 399, NRE 400, and the NRES Forum. 
NRE 395, Research in Natural Resources and Environmental Science 

NRE 399, Experiential Education in Natural Resources and Environmental Science 

NRE 400, Professional NRES Composition and Communication 

 

All NRES students are required to take either NRE 395 or NRE 399, under the mentorship of an experience 

advisor.  The experience advisor is usually your NRES academic advisor, but may be another faculty member 

associated with the NRES program.  All NRES students are also required to take NRE 400, our program’s 

course to satisfy the University of Kentucky’s Graduation Composition and Communication Requirement 

(GCCR).  Normally, your experience advisor for either NRE 395 or NRE 399 will also be your advisor for NRE 

400.   The assignments embedded in NRE 400 are designed to prepare you for your presentation at the NRES 

Forum. 

 

How do I get started?   

First, you identify a research project (NRE 395) or an internship opportunity (NRE 399) for your NRES 

experimental learning requirement.  You will likely work with an NRES faculty member [and/or the NRES 

Academic Coordinator (AC)] in the process of developing your experience. Typically, internships are full or 

part time positions with over 150 hours of on the job experience.  Research projects should entail over 150 

hours of effort which may include reviewing literature, lab, field, or bench work, data analysis, writing, and 

editing manuscripts.   

 

What’s next? 

The main step in this process is completion of your learning contract (a pdf, is available on this website).  You 

will work closely with your experience advisor in developing your learning contract.  Be sure to follow the 

current protocols for attachments before you sign your learning contract.  Once your experience advisor and the 

NRES Experiential Learning Coordinator have reviewed and signed your learning contract you will be granted 

permission to register yourself in the appropriate course. Please be sure to use the form matching your 

experience; that is NRE 395 for a research project, and NRE 399 for an internship. 

 

How do I document my learning in my experience? 

Once you register, you will gain access to the corresponding Canvas website.  Assignments and rubrics are 

posted on those websites.  You will submit your work through Canvas, and your experience advisor will score 

your work through Canvas as well.  This model helps ensure comparable expectations across diverse student 

experiences and multiple NRES student/advisor pairs. 

 

How does NRE 400 fit into this puzzle? 

Typically, students enroll in NRE 400 the semester after their NRE 395 or NRE 399 experience.  Again, we use 

Canvas to communicate clear expectations—and to record grades.  The two main tasks are a written assignment 

(a white paper) and a visual assignment (a poster presentation for the NRES Forum). 

 

What is the role of the NRES Experiential Learning Coordinator? 

This NRES faculty member makes sure that processes associated with these three courses, as well as the NRES 

Forum, flow smoothly. 

 

Questions? 

Contact the NRES Experiential Learning Coordinator, the NRES AC, your NRES advisor, or the NRES DUS. 


